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March 28, 2017 

The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Administrator Pruitt, 

I am writing concerning Calumet Specialty Products Partners, LP's ("Calumet") small 
refineries located in Superior, Wisconsin and Great Falls, Montana. It has been brought to our 
attention that they have petitioned the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for "hardship 
relief' from the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) for the 2016 compliance year based on the 
disproportionate economic hardship the refineries would suffer if they were required to buy 
credits (called "renewable identification numbers" or "RINs") for compliance and that EPA has 
indicated that it intends to deny the company's petitions. Small refinery hardship relief is an 
administrative procedural element of the existing RFS regulatory program and is not directly 
caught up in the broader challenges to the efficacy of the program as a whole or the debate 
regarding the point of obligation. 

One of the company's largest operating expenses is compliance with the RFS program. For 
2016, as reported in the refineries' petitions to EPA, Calumet would have a cost of compliance 
from buying RINs of approximately $23MM for its Superior refinery and approximately $13MM 
for its Great Falls refinery. To put this in perspective, Calumet would be paying more for RFS 
compliance than it pays to its employees. Calumet's Superior and Montana refineries are cash 
flow negative and cannot buy RINs. Their petitions advised EPA that two rounds of employee 
layoffs have already occurred and that the company is preparing for a third round of layoffs this 
summer, which will be larger than each of the two prior layoffs. A list of the employees who 
lost their jobs already is attached. 

In addition to laying off employees, the company has stopped making investments in its 
refineries; is deferring non-critical maintenance, and all of the company's remaining assets have 
been collateralized under a secured debt instrument with a significant interest rate. Without 
capital investments, contractors will not be hired, affecting the local communities, and the 
refineries will not be able to make investments to remain competitive with their much larger 
competitors. 

Failure to obtain hardship relief for both the Superior and Great Falls refineries, coupled with 
any other unexpected adverse events, would significantly increase the risk that the company's 
ability to continue operations could be materially impaired. Our President has indicated that this 
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is the type of job-crushing regulatory program that he intends to see fixed. Fortunately, it is 
within EPA's purview to grant relief now, before more jobs are lost and the local economies in 
which these refineries operate are harmed. For these reasons, we urge you to review the merits 
of Calumet's petitions and not to issue an adverse ruling, which could have the effect of costing 
American jobs and harming the U.S. economy further. 

It's important to note that the renewable fuel has already been blended with the transportation 
fuel produced by Calumet in 2016. Therefore, granting 2016 hardship relief will not result in 
less renewable fuel blending, it will simply avoid a substantial expense for a company unable to 
afford it. 

Thank you for considering my request. 

Sir 

odd Rokita 
Member of Congress
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TODD ROKITA 
4TH DISTRICT, INDIANA 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET
VICE-CHAIRMAN 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
AND THE WORKFORCE 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
ANDINFRASTRUCTURE 

ROKITA.HOUSE.GOV 

The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue N W 

Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Pruitt, 

I am writing to inquire on the status of the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) ongoing investigation into Kokomo 
Opalescent Glass Company (KOG) and to seek a speedy resolution to this investigation so that KOG can focus on operations, not 

bureaucracy. 

KOG has been in business in Kokomo, IN for 127 years and is the oldest art glass producer in the United States. In March 

2016, following a memorandum sent by Acting Assistant Administrator Janet McCabe, a group of inspectors from the EPA and the 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) visited KOG's headquarters. After an exemption of the facilities, the 

EPA sent a Finding of Violation (FOV) to the company. This document included several statements of violation and indicated that 
the company was in violation of regulations from which the EPA's rulemaking may have exempted KOG (see attachment). 

Since then, over 570 air samples have been taken by EPA agents with only two showing a slight over-the-limit reading for 
one of the six tested metals and even those cannot be definitively traced back to KOG. All soil samples and air monitors placed on 

employees have fallen well within established regulatory limits. To accomplish this, the EPA has parked monitoring equipment on 

KOG's property for several months now. Repeated efforts to have the EPA explain the long duration of these tests, the lack of 

release or follow-up to the FOV, and why KOG is being held to standards that it has been exempted from have gone unheeded. 

KOG has long complied with EPA regulations, but these recent actions come at a significant cost to the company. They 
have accrued over $100,000 in legal and environmental consulting costs to ensure that the company is effectively and legally 

communicating with the EPA. However, if this monitoring continues, KOG may face the same fate as other, large art glass 
companies like Spectrum and liroboros, both of which have moved production to Mexico and cited heavy-handed government 
regulations as a motivating factor. I recognize that this investigation began in the prior administration and I am encouraged by your 

statements that the EPA should better serve American job-creators. It is my hope that under your leadership, the EPA can provide 

the transparency to KOG that the prior administration did not. 

I urge you to review the EPA's actions in this case and bring real resolution to this ongoing investigation for KOG and the 

greater Kokomo community. 

Z 

T

?X 4 odd Rokita 
Member of Congress 

TR/mm
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Ma^ 12.2016

N'ia E-Nlail 
McAuliffe.mar% ^i EPA.uov 

Ms. Mary McAuliffe 
U.S. EPA. Re>=ion 6 
Mail Code C-14J 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicaao.IL 60604-3507  

RE:	 Findins of Vioiation 
Kokomo Opalcscent Glass Compan}, Inc. 
Kokomo. lndiana 
EPA-5-16-IN-06 

Dcar Ms. McAulilfe: 

On behalf of our client. Kokomo Opalesccnt Glass Compam. Inc. ("KOG"). We Would 
like to respond to the April 8. 2016 Findin g of Violation ("FOV") referenced above. While v,e 
vvelcome the oppcmunit y to diszussthese matters %Nith you in person at the meeting scheduled for 
N1av 16, v.e believe this letter -will assist thc a-ency's consideration of the alleged violations at 
KOG. As one of the oldest operating companies in America's colored glass manufacturing 
industrv. KOG strenuottslv objects to U.S. EP:\'s netv interpretation of' the National Emission 
Standards for Hazardous Air P011utants for Glass Manuiacturine Area Sources. 40 CFR ` 63. 
Part SSSSSS ("6S NESHAI'"). KOG's operations were never intended to be covered by the 6S 
NESH?1P. and they should not now he subject to these standards based on U.S. EPA's response 
to concerns oter tests conducted in Oregon on facilities tvith patently different equipinent and 
emissions potential than KOG.I 

As discussed in more detail belo+\. KOG was never intended to be subject to the 6S 
NESHAP as cvidenced bv U.S_ FPA's ot+n rulemakin^_ record. 72 Fed. Reg. 73.180 (Dec. 26, 
2007). Since its promulaation. the 6S NESHAP spcciticallv exempts "periodic or pot lurnaces." 
Icl. at 73,182. KOG's 12-Pot Furnace is precisel} this type of exempt periodic or pot ful-nace. 
Moreover, KOG's colol-ed glass manufacturin g takes place in a true pot furnace. which seals raw 
materials fro►n combustion gases generated during melting inside the furnace. KOG*s operations 
do not result in metal particulates' cxposure to furnace gases and do not cause the environmental 
harins addressed b\ the 6S Nf:SI IAP. Accordingl\. I:OG urges IJ.S. EPA to reconsider its April 
8. 2016 FOV. 

' hlenio from Janet McCabe. Acting Assistant Administrator, U.S. EPA Office of .air and Radiation to U.S. EP:\ 
Recional Air Division Directors (Feb. 25, 20161. 

^•.±:.:a	 C7h:_s=.	 Da!;as	 Dela^ s:a	 —=	 i.s .i ;e._=	 :_v:	 1i:Lr.aapo:is	 Oheo	 R'uhi`8ton, D.C. 



Ms. Mary McAuliffe 
May 12. 2016 
Pat;e 2

KOG's 12-Pot Furnace ls Not Subiect to the 6S NESHAP. 

The tinal 6S NESHAP -,vas promul uated in 2007. with signiticant attention given to the 
applicabilitv of the NESHAP. and specitically to "amelioratin g" commenters' concerns 
regardin g the potential broader-than-intended reach of the NESHAP: 

...based on [U.S. EPA's] review ofthe conimcnts received on the proposed 
rule and the available data. [11.S. F.PA has] decided to clarifv that this tinal 
rule onl\ applies to continuous furnaces and not to periodic furnaces. 

72 Fed. Rea. 73.187 (bracketed portions and emphasis added). The preamble makes clear that 
U.S. EPA fullN understood what units were excluded as "periodic furnaces" because. elsewhere 
in the preamble for the 6S NESI lA P. U.S. EPA included the following:  

C'oll7q]em: l'hr-ee commenters from companies that make stained Rlass 
comniented that the y o\\n small facilities that operate. \\ ith one etception. 
small periodic tln-naces (pot furnacesl. .. . The commenter stated that the rule 
should exernpt per'iodic t'urnaces. 

Re.vponse: ...we have concluded that the Llass manufacturinQ area 
source category was listed based on emissions from relatively^ large 
manufacturing plants that operated continuous g lass fumaces. Periodic 
tirrnaces were not included in the inventorv. ...Therefore. we have revised § 
63.1 1448 to snecifv that neriodic or not fumaces are not subiect to the tinal 
Glass Manufacturine Area Source NESHAP. 

Icl. at 73.186 (underlined emphasis added). 

As its name sugstests. KOG's 12-Pot Furnace is capable of frrinQ 12 indi\ idual pots. The 
pots are insulated vessels that can be opened to add raw materials and extract melted g lass. but 
are sealed dLu'inu the rneltin: process to maintain the quality of KOG's product. At no time 
dtn'in g heating in the 12-Pot Furnace are the pots opened in a way that would expose the raw 
materials to combustion eniissions of the furnace or allo\\ the  materials to be carried from the 
process through the stack. 1;OG's 12-Pot Furnace is heated continually to avoid temperature 
swings that would darnace the furnace's refractory. Howcvcr. KOG only processes batches of 
ra« niaterials to produce colored g lass in its pot process tive and a half or davs or less each 
week.

hOG's operations do not mect the dctinition of a"continuous iur-nace" in 40 CFR ` 
63.1 1459—"a glass manufacturin, lirrnace that operates continuously except dtnrin^^ periods of 
maintenance, malfunction, control device installation, reconstruction, or rebuildin o ." NA'hat U.S. 
EPA's responses to commcnts make cicar is that the continuous "operation" required of a 
"continuous turnace" for the pur-poses of the 6S NESI IAP is the operation of ;lass productioti. 
and not the admittedlv more customar y- usage of tirin g a furnace. To interpret the 6S NESHAP's 
defiinition otherwise is star-klv counter to U.S. EPA's own, contemporaneous. assertions in the 
regulation's preamblc. Put another way, the exception for pot or periodic furnaces that U.S. EPA 
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Ms. Marv McAuliffe 
May 12, 2016 
Pa;e 3 

made clear when the regulation was promul gated %tould be meanin T less under this nexx broader 
iriterpretation. 

Because KOG does not operate a"continuous furnace" it is not subiect to the 6S 
NESHAP. 40 CFR § I 1448(c). 

Prior to U.S. EPA's interest in test results from Oreeon showin2 hisher concentrations of 
heavv nietals. there was ne%er a qucstion re gardin g \chether the 6S NESHAP applied to 
operations like KOG's. U.S. EPA's rule and preamble were clear in thcir exclusion of batch 
operations and pot fitrnaces. \1'ithout discotmtins cortcerns over the test results obtained in 
Oregon. KOG is un^^illing to be subjected to a re^,ulation improperly—and face enforcement 
action--as a b\product of U.S. F.PA "investivation" into whether it can remedy Oregon's issues 
by forcing esempt sources to comply ti ith the existiniz fiS NESHAP. See Memo from Janct  
N1cCabe at 2. 

KOG's Onerates Truc 1'ot Furnace, Eliminatina Potential Emissions of Glass 
Manufacturina Nletal Hazar(lous Air Pollutants (11:1Ps) front the Furnace. 

As discussed above. KOG's furnacc is a true "pot furnace." ^\hich ma\ not be the case 
with other art glass operations that U.S. EPA has recently reviewed. In addition to the 
understandin g of pot furnaces demonstrated b), U.S. EPA in its promuloation of the 6S 
NESHAP. the agenc\ further explained this type of =1ass manufacturing unit in the 1986 
National Emission Standard tor Inor ,=ic Arsenic Emissions from Glass Manufacturinu Plants. 
40 C'FR Part 61. Subpart N("Subpart N"). Sttbpart N defines a"pot furnace" as: 

aglass meltinv furnace that contains one or more ref'ractory vessels in 
which glass is melted by indirect heatin g . The openings of the vessels are 
in the outside wall of the furnace and are covered \\ ith  refractory stoppers 
durin_ melting. 

40 C1= R § 61.161. Thc limitation on the ability of emissions to escape from a true pot furnace 
was critical to U.S. EPA's determination. coditied in the reaulation. rhat Subpart N does not 
applv to pot fLn-naces: 

[3ecause the ulass is scaled off troni the furnace atmosphere, no material 
from the ;lass mrlt can escape from the furnace with the ftu-nace eXhaust. 
'Therefore, pot furnaces, as described [bv Subpart N], %\ould etnit no arsenic 
em issions. 

48 Fed. Reg. 33.153 (Jul. 20. 198 3); 40 CFR ti 61.160(a) (SubparT N applicabilit\ provision). 

Accordin^^l y. the contiguration of KOG's colored glass manufacturina process is exactly 
the kind that U.S. EP;1 has reco^^nized prevents the escape and etnission ofglass manufacturing 
mctal HAPs.- This supports not onlv that the 6S NESHAP was never intended to regulatc pot 

' Arsenic is both a glass rnanufacturing nietal H.aP specified iri thc 6$ NESHAP and the subject of Subpart N's 
requirements. 
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July 14, 2017 

The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Administrator Pruitt 

Congratulations on your recent confirmation as the 14th Administrator of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). We understand and appreciate the immense amount of 
work you and your staff have before you as the Agency works to protect the environment while 
also reviewing significant regulatory actions proposed by the previous administration. 

Certainly, we believe that many of the regulatory actions taken by the previous administration's 
EPA circumvented Congressional authority and harmed job creators and our economy in the 
pursuit of a political agenda. These actions are worthy of your full and complete review. 
However, there are some regulatory actions taken by previous administrations that are indeed 
within the scope of the EPA's statutory authority, good environmental policy, and beneficial to 
the economy. We write to you today regarding one of those regulatory actions that we believe is 
worthy of future consideration: the EPA's Endangerment Finding for Lead Emissions from 
Piston-Engine Aircraft Using Leaded Aviation Gasoline (Docket No.: EPA-HQ-OAR-2007- 
0294). 

Lead is a toxic metal, hazardous to humans, which has been largely removed from fuels, paint, 
etc. over the past decades. However, one area still dependent upon Lead is its use in aviation 
gasoline (avgas) for piston aircraft. The EPA has taken steps since 2008 to analyze and prepare 
an endangerment finding impacting Lead used in avgas. The EPA's current timetable for issuing 
a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking regarding an endangerment finding for Lead in avgas is 
calendar year 2017, with a final determination to be issued in 2018. 

This timetable coincides with the conclusion of the Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA) 
Piston Aviation Fuels Initiative (PAFI), a 5-year public-private partnership between the FAA, 
Department of Transportation (DOT), and participating industry partners across the General 
Aviation community to "get the Lead out" of aviation gasoline. At the end of the PAFI process, 
the FAA expects to issue a fleetwide certification for unleaded aviation gasoline so that all piston 
aircraft can continue to fly. 

It is our understanding that FAA intends on meeting its 2018 deadline to complete the PAFI 
process and we are hopeful that EPA can say the same regarding the Aviation Lead Emissions 
Endangerment Finding. Most importantly, the FAA needs the EPA's endangerment finding to 
complete its own rulemaking work to support a fleetwide transition to unleaded avgas. 
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Member of Congress

(CuYtgrrss nf tilie Urti#eb *= #a#es 
Wttsliingtnrt, DL 20515 

Can you please provide an update as to the status of the Aviation Lead Emissions Endangerment 
Finding and whether EPA anticipates being able to meet the schedule of a final determination in 
2018? 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter and we look forward to your response. 

Sam Graves 
Member of Congress 

^ r  
a
	 Kristi Noem 

Member of Congress
	

Member of Congress 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF CHEMICAL SAFETY 
AND POLLUTION PREVENTION 

The Honorable Todd Rokita 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Rokita: 

Thank you for the letter of October 17, 2017, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the Food and Drug Administration regarding coordinating 
regulation of the products of biotechnology. 

I want to assure you that EPA works closely with USDA and FDA to coordinate regulatory 
policies in response to stakeholder feedback. With regard to genome-edited products, in 
September 2016, the EPA indicated in the National Strategy for Biotechnology Products, 
available at https ://www. epa. gov/re gulation-biotechnolo gy-under-tsca-and-fifralnational-
strategy-modernizing-regulatory-system, the intent to clarify the approach to pesticidal products 
derived through genome editing. The EPA is working closely with USDA and FDA to develop 
approaches to genome-edited pesticidal products. We recognize the importance of keeping 
United States agriculture at the forefront of innovation while ensuring that products derived from 
biotechnology are safe and can successfully enter the marketplace, not only in the United States, 
but worldwide. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff 
may contact Sven-Erik Kaiser in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at kaiser.sven-erikepa.gov or at (202) 566-2753. 

Charlotte Bertrand 
Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Internet Address CURL) http./Iwwwepa gov 
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Eades, Cassaundra 
From:	 Williams, Thea 
Sent:	 Tuesday, November21, 2017 1:38 PM 
To:	 Eades, Cassaundra; Mims, Kathy 
Subject:	 PLEASE RETRACK and CLOSE: PLEASE REVIEW. Instructions for responding to letter on 

personnel flexibilities LRM tHWM-1 15-95] 

Hi Sandy and Kathy: Would you please pull this control back from OARM and closed it per this email. 0MB will provide 
the response to the Congressman. Thanks Thea 

	Original Message-----
From: Moody, Christina 
Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2017 11:46 AM 
To: Williams, Thea <Williams.Thea@epa.gov > 
Cc: Farrell, Ericka <Farrell.Ericka@epa.gov > 
Subject: FW: PLEASE REVIEW: Instructions for responding to letter on personnel flexibilities LRM [HWM-115-95] 

Christina J. Moody 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Moody.Christina@epa.gov 

From: Moody, Christina 
Sent: Monday, November 20, 2017 3:27 PM 
To: Aarons, Kyle 
Cc: Farrell, Ericka; Williams, Thea; Knapp, Kristien 
Subject: RE: PLEASE REVIEW: Instructions for responding to letter on personnel fiexibilities LRM [HWM-115-95] 

Thea, can you please pull this letter back from OARM and close out in CMS with a note that 0MB will provide the 
response? 

Christina J. Moody 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Moody.Christina@epa.gov 

From: Aarons, Kyle 
Sent: Monday, November 20, 2017 3:24 PM 
To: Moody, Christina 
Cc: Farrell, Ericka; Williams, Thea; Knapp, Kristien 
Subject: RE: PLEASE REVIEW: Instructions for responding to letter on personnel flexibilities LRM [HWM-115-95] 

1



Looks like it's with Melissa Gantt of OARM/OHR 

Kyle Aarons 
Congressional Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
202-564-7351 

	Original Message-----
From: Moody, Christina 
Sent: Monday, November 20, 2017 3:22 PM 
To: Aarons, Kyle <Aarons.Kyle@epa.gov > 
Cc: Farrell, Ericka <Farrell.Ericka@epa.gov >; Williams, Thea <Williams.Thea@epa.gov >; Knapp, Kristien 
<Knapp.Kristien @epa.gov > 
Subject: RE: PLEASE REVIEW: Instructions for responding to letter on personnel flexibilities LRM [HWM-115-95] 

Yes, I got the email last week. I'm not able to search in CMS, but do we know which program it was assigned to? 

Christina J. Moody 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Moody.Christina@epa.gov 

From: Aarons, Kyle 
Sent: Monday, November 20, 2017 9:25 AM 
To: Moody, Christina 
Cc: Farrell, Ericka; Williams, Thea; Knapp, Kristien 
Subject: FW: PLEASE REVIEW: Instructions for responding to letter on personnel flexibilities LRM [HWM-115-951 

Hi Christina - 0MB is asking that we not respond as an individual agency to the 11/6 letter from Wenstrup and others on 
PL 115-41. The letter is 18-000-1489 in CMS. 0MB is working on a single Administration response, which it will circulate 
before sending. 

Kyle Aarons 
Congressional Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
202-564-7351 

From:  
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 10:39 AM 
To: 'ARC' <guyland@arc.gov >; 'BBG' <bbg-lrm@ibb.gov >; 'CFTC' <cftclrm@cftc.gov >; 'CNCS' <LRM@cns.gov>; Group 
Epalrm <Epalrm@epamail.epa.gov >; 'EX-IM' <eximlrm@exim.gov>; 'FCC' <OLAFCC@fcc.gov >; 'FEC' <feclrm@fec.gov>; 
'FHFA' <peter.brereton@fhfa.gov >; 'FLRA' <Leg@flra.gov >; 'FRS' <frboard.clo@frb.gov >; 'FRTIB' <legconts@tsp.gov >; 
'FTC' <FTC-LRM@ftc.gov>; 'GSA' <ca.legislation@gsa.gov >; IMS' <legislative@imls.gov >; 'LSC' <bergmanc@lsc.gov >; 
'MCC' <lrm@mcc.gov >; 'NCD' <jdurocher@ncd.gov>; 'NLRB' <LRM@nlrb.gov>; 'NSF' <olpalrm@nsf.gov >; 'NTSB' 
<christopher.wallace@ntsb.gov>; 'OPM' <cla@opm.gov >; 'Peace Corps' <congressional@peacecorps.gov>; 'PBGC' 
<clearance.leg@pbgc.gov>; 'RRB' <Karl.Blank@RRB.gov>; 'SSS' <rflahavan@sss.gov>; 'SBA' <cla@sba.gov >; 'SSA'

(b) (6)



<ODC LCA.LRM. SSA @ ssa . gov> ; 'FCA' <Irm-fca@fca.gov >; 'STB' <ombjbrown@stb.dot.gov >; 'USITC' 
<Iyn.schlitt@usitc.gov >; 'FDIC' <fdiclrm@fdic.gov>; SEC <seclegis@sec.gov>; 'NASA <nasa_Irm@hq.nasa.gov>; 'FMC' 
<fmcogc@fmc.gov >; 'USPS' <keith.e.weidner@usps.gov>; 'NCPC' <Irm@ncpc.gov >; 'CPSC' <cpsc-Irm@cpsc.gov>; NEH 
<n e h - Irm @ n e h. gov> ; 'COMMERCE <clrm@doc.gov >; EDUCATION' <ogc_Iegislation@ed.gov>; AGRICULTURE' 
<usdaleg@obpa.usda.gov>; 'DEFENSE' <osd.pentagori.ogc.mbx.olc@maiI.mil >; 'HHS' <Irm@hhs.gov>; 'DHS 
<DHSOGCLegisIation@HQ.DHS.GOV>; 'HUD' <HUDLRM@hud.gov >; 'JUSTICE <justice.lrm@usdoj.gov>; 'LABOR' <dol-sol-
Ieg@dol.gov>; 'TREASURY' <Ilr@treasury.gov>; 'TRANSPORTATION <dot.legislation@dot.gov>; ENERGY' 
<Energy.GC33@hq.doe.gov>; 'INTERIOR' <ocl@ios.doi.gov >; STATE <state-Irm@state.gov > 
Cc: 'gove rnm e nta ffa irsdc@a mt ra k. co m <gove rnm e nta ffa irsdc@a mt ra k. co m>; 'guy l and@arc.gov <guyland@arc.gov>; 
'EFritschie@bbg.gov ' <EFritschie@bbg.gov >; 'ct ho rn to n @cftc . gov ' < ct h o rn to n @cftc.gov>; 'TMason-Elder@cns.gov ' 
<TMason-Elder@cns.gov >; 'bwhite n er@eac.gov ' < bw h i tener@eac.gov >; OCIRmail <OClRmail@epa.gov >; 
'pat ri c i a . c ra wfo rd@eeoc . gov ' < pat ri c i a . c ra wfo rd@eeoc . gov>; ' kevin.wa rnke@exim. gov ' <kevin.warnke@exim.gov >; 
'timothy.strachan@fcc.gov ' <timothy.strachan@fcc.gov>; 'dpugh@fec.gov ' <dpugh@fec.gov>; 
'pete r. b re reto n @fhfa . gov ' < pete r. b re reto n @fhfa . gov>; 'gg ri pp@flra . gov ' <gg ri pp@ flra . gov>; 'frboard.clo@frb.gov ' 
<fr boa rd . c l o@frb.gov> ; ' kim.we aver @ tsp.gov ' <kim.weave r @ tsp.gov> ; 'congressionalrelations@ftc.gov ' 
< co ng ress i o n a lre l at i o n s@ftc . gov>; 'gsaco ng ress i o nal a ffa irs@gsa . gov ' <gsacongressionalaffairs@gsa.gov >; 
'imlsinfo@imls.gov ' <imlsinfo@imls.gov >; azizt@lsc.gov ' <azizt@lsc.gov>; ' fornibj@ mcc . gov ' <fornibj@mcc.gov >; 
'pball@ncd.gov ' <pball@ncd.gov>; 'tracey.roberts@nIrb.gov ' <tracey.roberts@nIrb.gov >; 'agreenwe@nsf.gov ' 
< ag ree nwe@ n sf.gov>; christopher.waIlace@ntsb.gov' <christopher.wallace@ntsb.gov>; Janel.Fitzhugh@opm.gov ' 
< J an e l.Fitzh ug h @op m.gov> ; 'co n g ress i o n a l @peaceco r ps . gov' <congressional@peacecorps.gov >; 
' cong ressionals @p bgc . gov ' <co ng re ssi o nal s@p bgc . gov> ; 'Beverly.Britton-Fraser@rrb.gov ' <Beverly.Britton-
Fraser@rrb.gov>; 'information@sss.gov ' <info rmation @sss.gov> ; 'cIainquiry@sba.gov ' <cIainquiry@sba.gov>; 
' robe rt .fo rresto r @ssa . gov ' <robe rt .for resto r @ssa . gov>; 'lnfo- Ii ne@sca.gov ' <Info-line@sca.gov >; 
'stephanie.lyons@stb.dot.gov <stephanie.lyons@stb.dot.gov >; 'michael.stroud@usitc.gov ' <michael.stroud@usitc.gov >; 
'sawood @fdic.gov' <sawood@fdic.gov>; ' ke lleya n @sec . gov ' <ke ll eya n @sec . gov>; 'sonya.webb-queen@nasa.gov  
< so nya .webb-quee n @ n asa . gov>; jdec rosta@fm c . gov <jdec rosta@ fm c . gov> ; 'Ernesto.Sanabria@usps.gov ' 
< E rnesto . Sanab r ia@usps.gov>; 'anne . schuyler@ncpc.gov ' <anne.schuyler@ncpc .gov>; 'o I a@cpsc.gov ' <ola@cpsc.gov >; 
' puckerd @ arts . gov ' <p uc ke rd @ arts . gov> ; 'Arankin@doc.gov ' <Arankin@doc.gov>; 'olcainquiries@ed.gov ' 
<olcainquiries@ed.gov>; 'agsec@usda.gov ' <agsec@usda.gov >; 'osd.pentagon.oasdla.ci@mail.mil ' 
< osd . pe n tago n. oasd l a . c i @ma il.miI>; 'Scott .l oga n @acf.hh s . gov <Scott.logan@acf.hhs.gov >; 
'CongresstoDHS@hq.dhs.gov ' <CongresstoDHS@hq.dhs.gov>; 'MichaelJ.Kelley@hud.gov ' <Michael.J.Kelley@hud.gov>; 
'doj.correspondence@usdoj.gov ' <doj.correspondence@usdoj.gov >; 'ociacongressionalnotification@dol.gov ' 
<ociacongressionaInotification@dol.gov >; ' I egaffa irs@t reasu ry . gov ' <I ega ffa irs@treasu ry . gov>; 'ostgovaffairs@dot.gov ' 
<ostgovaffairs@dot.gov>; ' D e rri c k.C u nnin g ham @ hq.doe.gov ' <Derrick.Cunningham@hq.doe.gov>; 
'micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov ' <micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov >; 'congressionalcorrespondence@state.gov ' 
< co ngress i o n a lco rres po nd e n ce@state.gov>; ;  

 
 

 
 

  
  

 

Subject: PLEASE REVIEW: Instructions for responding to letter on personnel flexibilities LRM [HWM-115-95] 

Attached please find a letter from Representative Wenstrup and other members of Congress that the agencies on this e-
mail received last week asking for agency views on the extension of personnel authorities similar to those in the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act of 2017 (P.L. 115-41). 0MB asks that 
agencies please refrain from responding to the letter individually.

(b) 
(6)



0MB is drafting a single Administration response to the letter which will be circulated to this same distribution list in the 
coming days. Once the letter has gone through 0MB clearance, it will be submitted to Rep. Wenstrup. 0MB has notified 
Rep. Wenstrup that he will receive a single Administration response. 

If you have already responded to the letter, please reply to this message and attach the response. 

This message is being sent to the points of contact at agency who received the letter, as well as to the LRM points of 
contact for each agency (where applicable - we do not have an LRM contact for AMTRAK, the Election Assistance 
Commission, or the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission). 

LRM ID: HWM-115-95 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM 
Friday, November 17, 2017 

TO: Legislative Liaison Officer - See Distribution 

FROM: Menard, Barbara (for) Assistant Director for Legislative Reference 

0MB CONTACT: Myers, Hayley 
E-Mail:
PHONE: 202-395-3857 
FAX: 202-395-6148 

In accordance with 0MB Circular A-19, 0MB requests the views of your agency on the above subject before advising on 
its relationship to the program of the President. By the deadline above, please reply by e-mail or telephone, using the 
0MB Contact information above. 

Please advise us if this item will affect direct spending or receipts for the purposes of the Statutory Pay-as-You-Go Act of 
2010.

(b) (6)



Tungress of tllc Unxteb *ta#cs 
wtts4ingtntt, 11(^: 20515 

November 6, 2017 

Dear Secretaries, Administrators, Directors and Commissioners: 

Thank you for your service to our nation. As our country grapples with ever-increasing debt and 
the fiscal reality of needing to do more with less, promoting government efficiency is imperative. 
Over the past several years, onc need not (ook titrther than the Department of Veterans Affairs to 
find numerous instances of' waste, fraud, and malfeasance. These range frorn instances of staff 
intoxication during surgery to improper bonuses awarded to senior emptoyees -- all while our 
veterans suffered fi•om lengthy wait times for medical appointments and benefit appeals ciaiins. 

Recently, however, Congress granted VA Secretary David Shulkin the flexibility to promote 
greater accountability and efficiency for all levels of VA employees. Specifically, these new 
authorities include the ability to swiftly remove underperforming VA employees, recoup bonuses 
and other benefits provided to employees engaging in waste, fi •aud, or abuse, while expanding 
whistleblower protections for VA employees with the establishinent of a new Office of 
Accountability and Whistleblower Protection. By signing this 3egislation, known as the 
Department of Vcterans Affairs Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act of 2017 (P.L. 
115-41) into law, we appreciate President Trump's support in working with Congress to make 
bold refoi-tns to existing operational processes at a cui-t-ently-beleaguered federal agency. 

We write you today to solicit your input on whether the new authorities extended to Secretary 
Shulkin would be beneficial towards increasing the efficiency, effectiveness, and performance of 
your departments/agencies. 

• Would the extension of these authorities to your departmentJagency be beneficial to 
operational efficiency, morale, and employee accountability? 

• What recomrnendations do you have to itnprove or expand these authorities? 

We appreciate your consideration of this request, and thank you for yotu• attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

J^w )F4  
Brad R. Wenstrup 	 76 arry Loudermilk 
Member of Congress	 Member of Congress 

Im ice
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Robert Pittenger 

A 

Member of Congress	 Member of Congi-ess 
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Brian Babin, D.D.S. 

Mei-nber of Cotigress 

A 

clk L 
Neal Dunn, M.D. 

Member of Congress

4^^,^..--°- 
Mike Bishop 

Meinber of Coiigress 

Jim Banks 

Member of Congress 

Mem-ber of Congress 

Mike Johnson 

Mciiiber of Congi-ess

r^
m 

',-' Member of Congress

Rick W. Allen 

Member of Con(-,ress 

Matt Gaetz 
Meniber ot Uongress 

Member ol'Coi lgress
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Mark Walker 

Member of Congress 

Dave Brat 
Meinber of Congress 

^	€ 

Rod Bluni 

Greg Gianforte 
Member of Congress

^ 

Trey Hollingswortb 
beof Congress _ 

t
A.,r 

Trept Kelly 
Member of

4--J-0-4 
Rob Woodall 
Member of Congress 

^ 

Steve Stivers
	 Warren Davidson 

Member of Congress
	

Member of Congress 
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Steve King	
7 Member of Congress
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Mark Sanford 

Member of Congress 

Blaine Luetkemeyer
	 Vicky Hartz er  

Member of Congress
	 Mernber of Congress



^^ ^ ^.^r►^',^.. ^^ i►^	 .^^--^---- - 
Louie Golimert 
Member of Congress 

/-\ /7 e
Cr+t—....-....... 

Ed Royce 

Todd Rokita 
Member of Congress 

Steve Chabot 
Member of Congress

Scott DesJarlais 
Member of Congress 

7 V. a-,Iil 
^tLlintock 

Member of Congress 

J 

Ralph Norman 
Member of Congress 

f	 ^ 

Austin Scott 
Member of Congress 

,^ ^ 4w/	I. 
Mike Coffm '^
	

Bob Gibbs 
Member of Congress
	

Mernber of Congress 

Bi11.Iohnson 
Member of Congress 

CC: A11 Federal Exectitive and Independent Agencies



UNITED STATES 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 . 

March I, 20 I 7 

Todd Rokita 
Member of Congress 
4111 Di strict. Indiana 
2439 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC 20.S 15 

Dear Todd: 

It was a pleasure speaking with you at the 
Presidents· add ress to Congress. 

I look fo rward to working with yo u. 

Sincerely. 

-+:. Sco tt Pruitt 

THE ADMINISTRATOR 

Recycled/Recyclable• Printed with Vegetable OH Based Inks on 100% Recycled Paper (40% Postconsumer) 
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